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SEIR-KYRAN'S CHURCH AND PARISH, KING'S COUNTY. 



The place now popularly called St. Kyran's, but pro- 
perly Seir-K y ran, was anciently denominated Sarger. Seir- 
Kyran is probably from Seir, a heel, meaning Kyran's 
heel j this parish in shape very much resembling a shoe, 
with the heel greatly prominent. Its other name, Sarger, 
is in all likelihood from the Irish, Saigeoir, a sawyer, owing 
to the wooden buildings of which the town was originally 
composed. Be the derivation of the name as it may, the an- 
cient church is situate in the centre of the parish of the same 
denomination, about four miles from Birr, in the barony of ' 
Baliybritt, and King's County. It is in the ancient dis- J 
trie!; of Ely O'CarrolI, which (notwithstanding what Harris 
says, f Ware's Bishops of Ossory at Kiaran,') was in ancient 
Minister, which it is well known extended over part of 
the modern King's County. Thus Macgeoghagan, Hist. 
dirlande, Tom. 1, fo. 215, describes Ely O'Carroll as 
u terretoiie autrefois de la province de Mumonie," and 
Colgar, AA. SS., says, " In australi plaga et regione Mu- 
monie in plebe quae vocatur Hele. 1 ' 

At present there is little remaining to indicate the 
former greatness of this place — a few mouldering walls, 
built with Pudding-stone, and a stunted stone-roofed 
tower, partly covered with ivy, about fifteen feet in diame- 
ter externally, and twenty feet high, being the only rem- 
nants of antiquity appearing above the level of the soil. 
The vestiges of the numerous deep ditches and high ram- 
parts, which nearly surround the place, and encompass ' 
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about ten Irish plantation acres, indicate that it was for- 
merly of importance, and the crumbling ruin of a sod 
fort, about seventy feet square, is a convincing proof that 
the occupants in distant ages had an eye to personal se- 
curity as well as to the worship of the Deity. 

These ramparts are in some places double, and seem to 
have been of that description which Cambrensis alluded 
to when writing, " Civitates fossatis et muris optiroe cin- 
nerant." 

St. Kyran, who is said to have been born at Cape Clear,* 
or, as Harrisf has it, at Clear Island, in the ancient dis- 
trict of Corcamluighe, in Munster, in the fifth century, 
was the founder of this house for Regular Canons of St. 
Augustine. His father's name was Lugneus, a nob'e of 
Ossory, and his mother, Liadian, of Corcamluidghe, or 
Carberry, in South Munster. It is said J that he met St. 
Patrick in Italy, who desired him to proceed before him to 
Ireland, and at a fountain called Fuaran, about the cen- 
tre of the kingdom, to build a monastery where St, Pa- 
trick would afterwards visit him. I shall not now stop 
to enquire whether such a conversation ever took place, 
but content myielf with merely observing, that the mm I 
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describe ir> this article, is actually adjoining the small 
stream called Fwran,* which purls away on the east side 
of it ; and there is also a little to the south of the church, 
a holy well- neatly faced with stone embankments of a 
quadrilateral form, aad shaded with thorns, well hung 
with torn scraps of calico dedicated to the tutelary saint. 

There is yet to be seen in the middle of the church- 
yard of Seir-Kyran, a very ancient freestone slab, having 
a cross and a few Irish letters visible upon it. From the 
letters legible, (only a few being so,) I am induced to sup- 
pose it the tomb of Caombf Oran, or gentle Oran, who, as 
he was abbot of Aghaboe, and died in iq$6, was probably 
Bishop of Ossory, and having removed from Saiger, in 
IQ52 9 at the transfer of the see, his corpse was, in all like- 
lihood, interred in the latter place. 

By far the most curious thing at Seir-Kyran*s is the 
round tower, and to which I have never seen a 
similar one. It is only about twenty feet high, with 
a conical stone roof, and was evidently erected sub- 
sequent to the fabric that once Hood beside it, and against 
the south-east angle of which it was built. It contains a 
great many loopholes around it. These are three or four 
inches square on the outside, but are levelled off so as to 
adjoin each other on the inside. Some of the holes are 
not on a level with the others. I suppose this tower to 
have been used for keeping up a consecrated fire in it — 
These religious fires were by no means so rare as some 
suppose. This is not a convenient place for entering upon 
a dry and lengthened treatise respecting them. The ge- 
neral class of readers of the Dublin Penny Journal would 
probably spurn such food. Suffice it, therefore, to remark, 
that the Druids kept fires ignited as emblems of the sun 
or life. In Toland^s History we find that " on a certain 
evening all the people of the country, out of religious per- 
suasion instilled into them by the Druids, extinguished 
their fires entirely : that every master of a family was 
obliged to take a portion of the consecrated fire home, 
and to kindle the fire anew in his house, which, for the 
ensuing year was to be lucky and prosperous. He was 
to pay, however — ." Macgeoghagan, Tom. l, p. 81, writes 
there was an annual Druidical fire lighted at llaclrta.,% in 
the barony of Clonlisk, and King's County. The same 
historian says 3 that this was an institution of the monarch 
Tuathal-Teachmar, and that the place it was held in had 
been cut off Minister by the same king. He adds that 
it was forbidden to supply fires with fuel on November 
eve until they were first renewed from that holy fire. — 
We are informed by early writers that this practice was 
continued after the introduction of Christianity. We 
are told that St. Patrick had his consecrated fire, and 
St. Brigid had at Kildare her perpetual fire. Ware$ 
informs us that Henry de Doundres, Archbishop of Dub- 
lin, put out St. Brigid's fire, because the custom was not 
used elsewhere. It is strange how so learned and labo- 
rious a writer as Sir James Ware could have fallen into 
so great a mistake. In a paper of Mr. Cooke's, of Birr, 
giving an account of the Barnaari-Cuilawn, (a curious an- 
cient fire-cover in that gentleman's possession,) published 
in the transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, as read 
before that learned body the 7th of January, 1822, he 
shows that relic to have been the cover of a perpetual 
fire, instituted in the parish of Glankeen, county of Tip- 
perary, by St. Cuilawn, brother to Cormac M'Cullenan, 
who was King and Bishop of Cashel upwards of nine hun- 
dred years ago. In like manner St. Kyran had his con- 
secrated fire at Saiger, in imitation of the Druidical one 
at Ilachta, which was but a short distance from his mo- 
nastery. Colgan relates, j| '•' St. Kyran, the Bishop, re- 
solved that the fire consecrated at Easter should not be 
extinguished in his monastery for the whole year.*'— 
The same authority informs us that " a boy named Chi- 
chideus, of Cluain, who belonged to the monastery of 
Clonmacnoise, having spent some days with St. Kyran at 



* Fuaran, a spring, f Gentler-mild. 
I Ilachta appears to be situate about Brusna, in Sir Robert 
Vaugonily's map of Ireland in 17^7- 
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the monastery of Saiger, extinguished the fire, and w8* 
killed by wolves as a judgment from heaven ; which when 
his master, St. Kyran, the younger, Abbot of Clonmac- 
noise, learned, he went to Saiger, to St. Kyran, senior, 
and was received with great honour, but that there was 
not then any fire in the monastery, because the fires all 
through the plaee used daily to be kindled from the conse- 
crated fire" This story, divested of what relates to the 
wolves, plainly shows that there was formerly a sacred 
fire kept up here : and it is most likely the tower I have 
described was used as the fire-house. Such is at least my 
opinion, which I offer for the correction of those more 
learned in these matters. 

There is a beautiful demesne called Oakley in this pa- 
rish. It belongs to George Stoney, Esq., who has ex- 
pended large sums of money adorning with all the diver- 
sities of water and landscape his mansion here, and in 
doing that which, in a public point of view, is still more 
creditable, namely, giving employment to the labouring 
classes. In a fort in this demesne was found, a few years 
ago, the haft of a pen-knife, of brass, having upon it, in 
Roman characters, *' Success to the King of Prussia— I 
say for ever, huzza." It was probably brought here by 
some of the Germans in the year 1798. It is now in the 
collection of Mr. Cooke, of Parsonstown. 




The Roman Catholic chapel in this parish is a tolera- 
ble edifice, and the present parish church is not only a 
plain, but damp and uncomfortable old building. The 
only thing remarkable about it is its having, projecting 
from the western gable end, an ancient freestone bust of 
St. Kyran, which, probably, ornamented the more ancient 
fabric. The eastern gable is ornamented with an old 
freestone window-frame, at some distance from which 
there also projects from the wall a grotesque figure, in 
freestone, about a foot and a half long, and not unlike, in 
figure, to a small porcelain Greek idol, in possession of the 
writer of this account. The above engraving is a re- 
presentation of it. B. 



KENNY KILFOY— OR MURDER WILL OUT. 
It is a custom in several parts of Ireland for the young 
men of one village to join and perform certain descrip- 
tions of work for each other in conjunction. For instance, 
from a dozen to fifteen young men will assemble, with 
their spades and Jacks,* and completely sow all the pota- 
toes for one family before they stop. They will then 
proceed to another farm and perform the same task, and 
so on until all the potatoes belonging to the confederacy 
are planted. Turf-cutting and reaping are usually per- 
formed in this manner. This is generally considered a 
very good method of performing labour, as it ensures ex- 
pedition and promotes good feeling in the neighbour- 
hood among tne young, besides rendering them better 
workmen, as there usually exists an emulative prida 
among them for the best and cleanest work, and the lea- 
dership of the field. These meetings are always scenes 
of feasting and pleasantry ; besides, as the farmer consi- 
dering his work done without an outlay in money, is 
anxious to give his friends and neighbours the best enter* 



Narrow spades with but ene foot-rest. 



